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and who have sedulously and successfully guarded
their territory and their race from the encroachment
of the whites. Few strangers have ever penetrated
beyond the borders of their territory,, for the Guay-
mis have learned from the bitter experience of their
fellows and neighbors that the coming of the white
man spells the doom of the Indian. For over thirty
years they resisted the Spaniards,, until at last the
Dons gave up, feeling the game was not worth the
candle, and left the Guaymis unconquered and inde-
pendent. Their territory became recognized as an
Indian zone where the Guaymis were supreme, and
each succeeding government has officially recognized
the Guaymi country as a ffZona de las Indigenes'* to
be left alone. How many of the tribe dwell within
this zone it is impossible to say, but at the time I
visited them I calculated, from information given me
by the various chiefs, that the tribe numbered more
than thirty thousand.
Physically and mentally they are far superior to
the other Central American tribes. They average
much taller than most tropical Indians, and are well
built and proportioned. Their color varies from an
ocher or russet to a light olive, many of the women
being no darker than a brunette white woman. The
eyes are straight, fairly large and are not infrequent-
ly brown or hazel. The hair is rather fine and is a
deep brown rather than black, and in the case of the
women is often decidedly tawny. The typical Guay-
mi face is rather oval, with broad forehead, high
"but not very prominent cheek-bones, heavy rounded
chin, and a straight or slightly aquiline nose with
high well-developed bridge. Like many other tribes,